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Principal’s Message
Can you believe we are already starting the third month of school?   DCMS focused on bullying awareness and 
prevention during our Tuesday Charger Time days during October. We started the month with viewing our Olweus 
video and powerpoint on the definitions of bullying and what we can do to help reduce it. Each Charger Time also 
created paper chains that were hung throughout the building. These showed how students planned to stop bullying 
and unite in kindness, acceptance, and inclusion. It’s so important for students to learn how to empower themselves 
against bullying behavior. Teachers are continuously working with students to help students learn different ways to 
stand up to any person who they feel is being a bully and to remember empathy when dealing with others. Learning 
ways to approach  and handle social conflict will continue to help all students as they grow. I encourage you to ask 
your child/children about the activities they have been doing in Charger Time.  As always, if your child shares 
concerns with you about bullying behavior, please do not hesitate to contact us at the DCMS office so we can help 
stop any negative behaviors that may be happening in our school.

Parent Conferences 
Thank you to all of the parents and guardians who were able to attend parent conferences on October 14th and 
15th. We had an outstanding turn out!  We always appreciate you taking the time to learn more about your child’s 
progress and supporting them in their educational experiences. If you were not able to speak with a particular 
teacher, please remember that you can always call the school to speak with any of our staff members or email them 
if you have questions regarding your child’s progress in a class. Conference nights are simply our attempt to meet 
with a large number of parents at one time.  I hope you were able to use the information received at conferences to 
discuss current academic performance, student goals for improvement, and strategies for achieving those goals with 
your child.  You may also stay updated with your child’s progress in each class on CAMPUS. You may use your 
log-in information or your child’s log-in information to learn more about their academic status at any time. Mark your 
calendars for our next parent conferences which will take place on January 16th and April 13th, 2020.  Please note 
this change.  We will now be having conferences on the same nights as the high school on these two dates.  

Veterans’ Day Program 
On Monday, November 11th we will present our Veteran’s Day program at 2:00 PM in the Performing Arts 
Center (PAC) East Gym to honor our veterans and reinforce our students’ understanding of the value of 
service to one’s country.  Students in grades 5-12 will attend and participate in the ceremony.  We invite all 
veterans and their families to attend (in uniform, if desired) and sit in the section of chairs on the gym floor.  
All community members are also welcome to attend this event. Visitors should enter through the east 
entrance by the PAC auditorium any time after 1:30. This is a very meaningful program and will include a 
variety of patriotic music, inspirational speakers, and participation by our local American Legion. We look 
forward to having you join us in this tribute to veterans.
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Photography Policy
Photographs are taken in our 
buildings throughout the school 
year. Some of these photographs 
will be used in district 
publications, submitted to outside 
publications or used on school 
district Twitter or Facebook. 
Videotaping, for district use, may 
also occur. Pictures taken with 
cell phones are prohibited other 
than for staff using a cell phone 
for a district purpose. Requests 
not to photograph or film specific 
students will be honored. Please 
contact the principal for 
additional information. Thanks

Activity Events
All K-6 students must be 

accompanied by a parent, guardian, 
or chaperone in order to enter DC 
activities and sporting events. We 
encourage all students to attend 
activities to support our student 

participants. We appreciate 
spectator attendance.

Students and children are not 
allowed to play in designated areas 
and need to refrain from playing on 

identified handicapped accessible 
ramps at events to keep them clear 

for use. Our athletic and activity 
programs appreciate your support at 

all events, see you there!

Paraprofessional Substitute Positions Available
If you are interested in a substitute paraprofessional position please complete a 

non-licensed application (available on the district website) and return it to the Middle 
School Office. 

Incentive Activities
Each year DCMS provides positive incentive activities designed to be a fun reward for students who have 
performed well throughout a particular trimester. Our first trimester Activity Night will be held on Friday, 
November 22nd 2019.  Activities available will include a variety of inflatable games, sports activities, 
dodgeball, four square, ping pong, table tennis, foosball and other activities. You will receive more information 
regarding Activity Night as the date comes closer. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer some 
chaperone time and watch kids enjoy the activities, please contact Mr. Weinandt at 320-286-4100, extension 
1608, or ryan.weinandt.dc.k12.mn.us .
 
We hold high expectations for student academic effort and behavior, and greatly appreciate your support in 
both of these areas. If a student does not meet the policy criteria for participation in an incentive activity 
because of academic progress or behavior infractions (as listed in the student handbook), he or she will be 
notified in advance and will not be able to participate in these activities. Please encourage your children to 
continue to work hard to earn such privileges. 

Freeing Your Child From Anxiety ~ Anxiety Book Club
During September and October, several DCMS staff participated in a book study.  Although we know 
childhood should be a happy and carefree  time for children, today, more and more students are suffering from 
various forms/levels of anxiety.  Participants read and shared discussions on understanding anxiety, treatment 
options, developing plans to assist with anxiety and how to move forward with powerful and practical solutions 
to overcome it.  Does your child sometimes struggle with anxiety? Do they seem anxious and unable to work 
through some situations?  Please let us know and we might be able to help!     
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From the Nurse’s Desk- Shoo Flu!
Flu season is upon us. “Flu season” is the period of time that influenza outbreaks are most prevalent. In 
Minnesota, flu season is typically October-April. Every school district in the State tracks influenza 
activity and reports outbreaks to the MN Department of Health. If your son or daughter is home sick, we 
will ask 1) Does he or she have a fever greater than 100 degrees?, and 2) Does he or she have a cough or 
sore throat? If the answer to both of those questions is “Yes”, it is considered to be an influenza-like 
illness. An outbreak of influenza is when 5% of our students are absent with influenza-like symptoms on 
a given day.

There are several important things you can do to prevent flu:

● Get a flu shot. There is even a nasal spray vaccine for those who don’t like needles!
● Wash your hands with soap and water often. A hand-sanitizer is great if soap and water aren’t 

available.
● Cover your cough or sneeze with the inside of your elbow.
● If you have a fever of greater than 100 degrees, stay home until you have been fever-free for 24 

hours to prevent spreading illness to others.

If you have questions about whether your son or daughter is well enough to attend school, call Jenny 
Heidecker, Licensed School Nurse, at 320-286-4100 ext. 1804. 

6th Grade Science and Health News

Science –  The 6th grade students will begin Chapter 9, “Classifying Matter” and will be studying 
matter, elements, and the composition of atoms.  Students will be determining the various amounts 
of each type of element that makes up the human body.  In addition, students will compare and 
contrast the size of protons, neutrons, and electrons.  The unit will conclude with a study of physical 
properties, elements and compounds, as well as solids, liquids, and gases. 
Students will have vocab quizzes every week to week and a half.  Students are able to access the 
vocab and study by going to their science Google classroom and clicking on the vocab practice link.  
Please use this tool to help your child study for the vocab quizzes.  

Tuesday November 5th- End of 1st Quarter

Monday November 11th- Veterans Day Program

Friday November 22nd- Activity Night

Wednesday November 27th- No School (Staff Development)

Thursday November 28th- No School (Thanksgiving Break)

Friday November 29th- No School (Thanksgiving Break)

Dates to Remember
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Stars
The STARS Program is a targeted service program 
designed to support students who are experiencing 
academic, social or emotional difficulties which interfere 
with their ability to be successful in the school setting. 
Students will have time to work on homework, will be 
provided a snack and social interaction time with peers.
Program expectations: 
· Good Attendance 
(Tuesday and Thursday 3:05-5:00)
 **Please send a note to school if your child will not be 
attending STARS that day. If your child misses 5 
consecutive absences of STARS they will be removed from 
the program. 
· Parental support  
· Student Cooperation 
· Parent/Guardian(s) arranged transportation home at 
5:00pm 
· If School Activities are canceled, STARS will also be 
canceled.
 *There is no charge for the program 
For more information and permission slips please 
contact Miss Beth at Ext. 1606 

Crash Lounge
Do you want a place to go hang out with your friends 

after school? Drop in at the “Crash Lounge” in the 
Middle School Commons on Mondays after school 

until 5:00pm. 
Who is this for? 
This program is open to ALL Middle School Students 
grades 5th-8th on a drop in basis. Come once, twice 
or every week. 
What is there to do? 
Ping-pong, foosball, air hockey, darts, four square, 
board games, listen to music, watch movies, read 
books and magazines, do homework, talk and laugh 
with friends, open gym and swimming (when 
available) and much more! 
Dates: 
October: 7, 28
November: 4, 11, 18, 25
December: 2,9,16 
January: 6,13,27
February: 3, 10 25
March: 2
Cost: 
FREE! Permission slips available in the office.

October 
Student’s of 
the Month

Quiet Room
New this year! Miss Beth will be 
available Tuesday mornings from 
7:45-8:05 for kids who need a quiet 
place to hang out before school 
starts.  Please contact her for more 
information. 
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New Staff Welcome!!
Name: Mikailya Rutten
Position: 7th grade Science teacher
Hometown: Perham, MN
Family: Just me :) as of right now
Pets: Felix and Tank (which are my family)
Why did you choose DC: I have heard that 
Dassel-Cokato was a great school district 
to work for, and that the district has high 
standards for their students' activities, 
along with academics.
Favorite tv show? My favorite TV is Bob's 
Burgers, and Murder She Wrote :)
Favorite song? Honestly do not know if I 
have one...but one that gets me jamming is 
Whitney Houston, " I Wanna Dance with 
Somebody.."
Favorite food? Sushi!!!!!
Favorite hobby? Working out, working on 
my house, and fostering "dangerous" 
puppies and dogs.
Favorite animal? Unicorn (does that count) 
if not then I think the Panther is beautiful 
and that Elephants are pretty cool.
Do you collect anything? Nope
What was your first job? Swimming lessons 
teacher and Lifeguard.
Worst fear? Heights
What’s your pet peeve? Rude people.

Name: Nicholas Lee Flattum
Position: 7-12 Band Director
Hometown: Shoreview, MN
Family: 1 fiance, 1 mom, 1 dad, 1 brother, 
and 1 sister.
Pets: My fiance has 2 dogs
Why did you choose DC:  I knew it was a 
great opportunity, and when the job was 
offered to me, I accepted the position with 
no hesitation. 

Favorite tv show? Last Man Standing
Favorite song? I honestly have no idea.  
there are too many to choose from.
Favorite food? Pizza
Favorite hobby? Hunting or bowling
Favorite animal? Eagle
Do you collect anything? No
What was your first job? Metro Gun Club in 
Blaine, MN
Worst fear?  Zombie apocalypse
What’s your pet peeve? Incorrect driving 
etiquette at a four-way stop sign.  
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Art Department
Dear DC Families,
I hope this finds you well and enjoying the Fall Weather.
The Art Department is winding down our quarter already!  That went too fast!
5th Grade
5th Grade has been super busy this last month! We worked on an Egyptian Hieroglyph Cartouche, 
which is a ribbon shaped oval into which we added Hieroglyps spelling out our names.  We added a 
patterned border and flowers to make the drawings look more opulent.  The lesson was designed 
to teach the students about issues translating three dimensional form to two dimensions by 
working with composite views in which the best view is presented to the viewer: frontal eyes, 
profile heads, frontal chests, profile hips, legs and feet which are characteristic of many formal 
Egyptian figure drawings. 
Egyptian figures remind me of the characters from Minecraft or Roblox, they both move with 
blocky steps, not bending arms or knees; so we drew Minecraft style selfies, updating the self 
portrait, making it relevant to contemporary Middle School students.  Because we are often 
defined by the animals we keep, cat people look askance at dog lovers and vice versa; we also 
designed Minecraft pets.  
5th Grade the explored the color wheel with Lakota style star quilt patterns onto which we drew 
symbols associated with ourselves, like a favorite car or animal.  We visited about how the Star 
Quilt shapes represented the Morning Star (actually the planet Venus) which many Lakota people 
generally view as a symbol of optimism and we talked about how cars could be symbols of 
freedom as well as responsibility and insects like the butterfly could be viewed as symbols of 
growth since they pass through several changes as they mature. The Star Quilt patterns also gave 
us a chance to talk about balancing cultures; how it’s important to value what we’ve been taught 
by our families and communities, but it’s also important to remain open to other traditions and 
practice; we may actually learn something.  At the very least it’s important to respect the cultural 
traditions of others as we would ours even if we may not agree with them.
We are finishing the term with a Medieval Unit, making cardboard castle towers and foil figures to 
explore sculpture in the round and architecture.

European Medieval Coats of Arms and Minecraft Selfies and 
pet.
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Egyptian 
Cartouches, Star 
Quilt with Rabbit 
symbol 
(trickster); there 
are additional 
5th Grade Star 
Quilt Patterns in 
the 8th Grade 
section.

6th Grade

6th Grade made Japanese style clay coil pots 
and name plates or masks to learn about 
relief sculpture. We are also finishing 1 point 
perspective drawings of a city seen from 
above.  We are attaching a drawing of a shoe 
to make it look as if we are wingsuit jumpers 
about ready to skydive into our buildings; we 
watched a video of Dubai wingsuit jumpers 
who leaped from helicopters, soared past the 
Burj Kalifa hotel to gently touch down on a 
nearby island.  We are surrounding our 
buildings with islands and cutting them out 
to magnify the impression of space.  We also 
used warm and cool color contrast and 
blending to create aerial perspective which 
also contributed to the spatial illusion. We 
are finishing the term with a Jasper Johns 
style flag poster for the Veterans’ Day Event.

One Point 
Perspective (Coil 
Pots were being 
fired at the writing 
of this letter or they 
have been taken 
home—they go 
pretty quickly)
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7th Grade
7th Grade made Impressionism Cartoon Character Houses, updating the work of Claude Monet 
who painted a series of pictures of Rouen Cathedral using dabs of color like particles of light to 
capture different times of the day and different seasons. 7th Grade painted cartoon character 
houses using that style to update Impressionism, making it relevant to Contemporary Middle 
School Students. 7th Grade made Expressive Buildings as the second part of Modernims survey 
based on the paintings of Andre Derain a French Expressionist or “Fauve”, which means wild 
beast, characterizing the wild colors and sometimes rough paint application characterizing the 
paintings made by that group. We worked with warm and cool color contrast to metaphorically 
express the idea that life is sometimes about balancing opposites: playful vs respectful, good vs 
bad, night vs day, rational vs intuitive, pre-planned vs spontaneous, etc. The students contrasted 
warm colored buildings with cool color background.  We also blended colors with paint. We are 
finishing the term with a Digital PhotoCubist collage based on the work of David Hockney and 
Dawoud Bey.

Impressionist Cartoon 
Character Houses, 
Expressive Buildings.
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8th Grade
Cowgirl Up. 8th Grade made symbolic portraits of notable and local women based on the sculpture 
the Dinner Party by Judy Chicago.  The Dinner Party is a 1974 installation piece intended to be a 
banquet of honor for women left out of history.  39 women are reserved a place at a triangular table 
with a plate symbolically representing them.  999 other notable historical women’s names are 
written in gold on the tile floor surrounding the table.  In addition to elevating the women to the 
status of the history book worthy, Judy Chicago is also elevating artforms and traditions like domestic 
practices to the status of the artworthy as well, such as embroidery, meal preparation, fabric arts, tile 

work, pottery and calligraphy. Rather than working with symbolic plates, the 8
th

 grade worked with 

Western Boots a symbol of independence, rebellion and strength, adding biographical details to the 
women we researched or to women from the community.  The notable national women we worked 
with are important to our country, the local women are important to our educational community. 

8
th

 Grade also made large Georgia O’Keeffe flowers on 18x24” paper with oil pastels and we are 

currently designing photoshop collages for the Veterans; Day Event.

Georgia O’Keeffe 
Flowers, and Judy 
Chicago Symbolic 
Western Boot 
Portraits (Cowgirl 
Tough) with 
additional 5th Grade 
Star Quilt Patterns

Thank you for the great First Quarter; I hope to see you at the Veteran’s Day Event on the 11th.  I 
look forward to the New Quarter next week.  Have a great rest of the year! Sincerely, Mr. Cruz
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